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▪ Oilseeds are a key group of arable crops providing high amounts of both oil and protein. 

▪ Oilseeds play a crucial role in European Union's economy by being cultivated in a total area of 12 M ha 

along with 1.48 M ha of protein crops with significant contribution to the 6.79 million holdings of arable 

crops (cereals, oilseeds, proteins). 

▪ In Europe, the most important oilseeds  are: rapeseed (19.6 Mtons), sunflower (9.3 Mtons) and soybean (2.5 

Mtons), while linseed is a minor oilseed (0.8 Mtons). 

▪ Apart from the commercially available oilseeds, valuable knowledge has been developed on additional oilseeds that 

are considered as minor crops like camelina, safflower, carinata, crambe and castor bean. 

▪ In MAGIC project the most important oilseeds for marginal lands facing natural constraints were selected and where: 

camelina, crambe, Ethiopian mustard, sunflower, safflower and cardoon. 
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